
       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Senator Leah Vukmir to discuss “Common Core” on Sept. 21   
State Senator Leah Vukmir will address the current situation regarding the 
implementation of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in Wisconsin 
schools.  To be informed citizens and voters, we need to know what is being 
taught in our public schools.  But because Archbishop Listecki has mandated 
Common Core for our diocesan schools, Catholic school parents, especially, 
must understand the horror that is Common Core.  Leah is a dedicated public 
servant, and fully understands why we must reject Common Core.  She served 
on the Education, Judiciary and Labor Committees during the most recent 
session.  During her four terms in the State Legislature Leah has also been a 
leader on education policy.  She is serving her first term in the State Senate. 

Leah is the Chairman of the Senate’s Committee on Health, and the Co-
Chairman of the Legislature’s Joint Committee for Review of Administrative 
Rules.  Prior to her election to the legislature, Leah served on various guber-
natorial committees studying educational policy, and worked as a research 
fellow for the Wisconsin Policy Research Institute.  The meeting is free and 
open to the public.  Please bring a friend to hear Leah Vukmir discuss, 

      “The State of Wisconsin and Common Core” 
                         WHERE:  Meyer’s Restaurant 

                                               South 74th St. and Cold Spring Road, Greenfield 

                             WHEN:  Sunday, September 21 

                        TIME:  2:00 p.m. – Program   1:45 p.m. - Rosary  
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                        Affirming Authentic Catholicism in Milwaukee 

Dr. Sandra Stotsky to discuss problems with “Common Core” on Oct. 5, in Germantown 
If you need answers to questions regarding the introduction of Common Core in your child’s public or diocesan school, plan 
to attend the upcoming “Protect Your Child’s Future Rally,” to be held on Sunday, Oct. 5, in the gym, at Kennedy Middle 
School, W160 N11836 Crusade Court, in Germantown, 53022.  The Keynote Speaker will be Dr. Sandra Stotsky, the only 
English Language expert on the Common Core Validation Committee, who, along with the only expert mathematician on the 
committee, Dr. James Milgram, refused to sign off on (or approve of) the Common Core standards.   The program will begin 
at 2:00 p.m. and will also include a discussion of “The Seizure of Intellectual Property/Data Mining,” by Joy Pullman, and 
“Testing Anxiety” by Dr. Gary Thompson.  The afternoon, including Q. and A., will conclude at 5:00 p.m.  A suggested 
donation for an individual, or family, is $10.   A $100 donation includes (1) lunch with all speakers (adults only) at 12:30 p.m. 
on the same day (Oct. 5).   For questions, visit: www.ProtectYourChildsFuture.com   Please see page 3 of this newsletter for a 
short summary of a few of Dr. Sandra Stotsky’s many objections to the Common Core State Standards. 
 
 
   

Karen Schroeder will explain how you can protect your child from “Common Core” 
Karen Schroeder, President of Advocates for Academic Freedom, is an outspoken opponent of Common Core State 
Standards.  Plan to attend her presentation, “Escaping the Federal Grasp on our Children and Educational System,” 
on Saturday, September 20, at the Waukesha GOP Victory Center – 10a-12n, 1701 Pearl Street in Waukesha.  Learn 
about your rights as a parent and citizen; doors open at 9:30 and the presentation is free and open to the public.  Seating 
is limited - please R.S.V.P. at - It's Time to STOP Common Core!  (Sponsored by Republican Women of Waukesha.)   
EDITOR’S NOTE TO CATHOLIC PARENTS:   Please read an excellent review of the many “Common Core” prob-
lems facing parents of children in diocesan, Catholic schools.  The review is available at: Catholic Parents9.3.14.docx 
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Book of the Month:  “Why Catholicism Matters”  
Author:  Bill Donohue, President of the Catholic League 
Publisher:  Image, 2012 
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Of the 43,000 students at UW-Madison, 10,000 are baptized Catholics.  St. Paul’s provides a Catholic “base” for 3000 
students, many of whom attend one of the 80 Bible study groups that are offered by St. Paul’s.  Last year a record of 2,400 
students came to one of five Ash Wednesday Masses, and confessions are heard 30-45 minutes before every Mass.  St. Paul’s 
also produces Catholic marriages and vocations.  From the UW class of 2014, Nick Baumgardner (St. John the Evangelist – 
Greenfield) entered St. Francis Seminary, giving credit to St. Paul’s.  Fr. Eric Nielsen, the pastor, has launched a Capital 
Campaign to build a new church and student center.  (Visit: St. Paul's Cornerstone)  For more information about St. Paul’s, 
visit: uwcatholic.org  Tell your children and grandchildren, who are at UW-Madison, to “check out” St. Paul’s!! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“Always willing to speak his mind and put up 
the good fight, Donohue, the president of the 
Catholic League, reminds readers of the great 
wealth of charity and wisdom that exists in the 
Catholic tradition.  In Why Cathol ic i sm 
Matters ,  he explores the four Cardinal Virtues 
– prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance –
and shows us how the Church’s best attributes 
can be applied to solve many of the biggest 
problems society must confront today and in the 
future.  From questions of liberty and freedom, 
to the use of contraception and abortion, to the 
need for courage in an age of terrorism and 
religious intolerance, Donohue examines how 
goodness and morality can affect the world in 
the centuries to come.  ‘The good society lies in 
waiting,’ Donohue writes, ‘but the right recipe 
has been around for two thousand years.’” 
 
Contributors of $12 or more per year to the Chapter 
receive discounts on books displayed at CUF meetings, and 
receive the Newsletter by First Class Mail. 

 

  Catholics United for the Faith 

Please support the “St. Paul Catholic Center” located on Madison’s UW Campus 

“Catechetical Corner”   
Quest ion :   What are the four Cardinal Virtues? 
Answer :  The four Cardinal (or Moral) Virtues are:  Prudence, Justice, Fortitude, and Temperance.  

During September, Pope Francis has asked that we pray for two intentions:  1) Mentally Disabled.  That the mentally 
disabled may receive the love and help they need for a dignified life, and, 2) Service to the poor.  That Christians, 
inspired by the word of God, may serve the poor and suffering.   For information, please visit:  apostleshipofprayer.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The September, 2014, Prayer Intentions published by Pope Francis 

 

Plan to attend Pro-Life Wisconsin’s “Annual Auction Dinner” on Saturday, Oct. 25 
    Pro-Life Wisconsin’s “Annual Dinner  Auct ion”  will be held at the Olympia Resort and Conference Center, 1350 
Royale Mile Road, Oconomowoc, 53066, on Saturday, Oct. 25.  The Silent Auction, Raffle, Wine Pull, with Hors d’ 
oeuvres, will begin at 5:00 p.m.  The Dinner and Oral Auction will begin at 7:00 p.m.  Fr. Shenan Bouquet, President of 
Human Life International, will be the Keynote Speaker.  The Invocation will be given by Most Rev. Donald Hying, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee.   Registrations are accepted until October 17, or capacity.  The cost is $50 per person, 
and $475 for a table of ten. For questions, or to register, visit ProLifeWisconsin.org -- or call 262-796-1111. 
 
 Register now for the 2014 “Women of Christ” Conference on Saturday, Nov. 1 
The 6th annual “Women of Christ” Conference will be begin at 9:00 a.m., on Nov. 1, at Washington County Fair Park, 
3000 Pleasant Valley Road, in West Bend.  This year’s theme is “Jesus and Mary:  Two Hearts-One Journey.”  Explore the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary with Fr. James Kubicki and Fr. Andrew Apostoli.   Archbishop 
Jerome Listecki will celebrate Mass at 4:00 p.m.  Register at www.womenofchrist.net For questions, call at 262-309-9588.  
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              “Common Core Facts”                                                   
                          Compiled by Dr. Sandra Stotsky 
  Pioneer Institute/Public Policy Research and Center for School Reform 
Sandra Stotsky, the only English Language expert on the Common Core Validation Committee, refused to approve (sign off) 
Common Core Standards.  Following are excerpts from Dr. Stotsky’s 15 questions regarding Common Core State Standards.  

 
 

 
 
 

  
                                                                                    

Who developed Common Core’s 
standards?  Three private organiza-
tions in Washington, DC:  the Na-
tional Governors Association 
(NGA), the Council for Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO), and 
Achieve, Inc. – all funded for this 
purpose by a fourth private organ-
ization, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  

Who selected the members of the 
Standards Development Work 
Groups?  In the absence of official 
information, it seems that Achieve, 
Inc. and the Gates Foundation 
selected most of the key personnel 
to write the high school-level col-
lege-readiness standards. 

Who was represented on the Stand-
ards Development Work Groups 
that wrote the college-readiness 
standards?  Chiefly test and curric-
ullum developers from ACT, CB, 
Achieve, and NCEE. 

Who was not represented on the 
Standards Development Work 
Groups?  High school English and 
mathematics teachers, English pro-
fesssors, scientists, engineers, par-
ents, state legislators, early child-
hood educators, and state or local 
school board members. 

Are records of their meetings avail-
able?  No.  These groups had no 
open meetings and have never pro-
vided access to any public comment 
or critiques they received. 

What were the qualifications of the 
people selected to write the grade-
level standards?  The “lead” writers 
for the grade-level ELA standards, 
David Coleman and Susan Pimen-
tel, have never taught reading or 
English in K-12 or at the college 
level.  Neither majored in English as 
undergraduates  or  has  a doctorate  

 

 

 

 
“The Common Core State 

Standards [CCSS}... are 
not internationally bench-
marked…are not research-

based…[and] are not 
rigorous…” 

   
Bennington College at the time, while 
William McCallum was (and remains) a 
mathematics professor at the University 
of Arizona.  The only member of this 3-
person team with K-12 teaching exper-
ience, Phil Daro, had majored in Eng-
lish as an undergraduate; he was also on 
the staff of NCEE.  None had ever de-
veloped K-12 mathematics standards before. 
 
Who recommended these people as 
standard-writers, why, and how much 
were they paid?  The organizations that 
funded and developed the standards 
will not tell the public. 
 
What was the ostensible purpose of the 
Validation Committee?  NGA  and   
CCSSO   created  their own Validation 
Committee in 2009 (25 members ini-
tially) to evaluate the soundness, rigor, 
and validity of the standards they were 
developing.  They have never provided a 
rationale for those they chose to serve 
on the Validation Committee. 
 
 
 
 

Who were members of the Valida-
tion Committee?  On it were one 
high school English teacher, one 
mathematician, no high school 
mathematics teachers, some testing 
experts and school administrators, 
and many mathematics educators 
(people with doctorates in math-
ematics education, or in an educa-
tion school, or who work chiefly in 
teacher education, and who usually 
do NOT teach college mathematics 
courses).  The one mathematician 
and the one ELA standards expert 
(Sandra Stotsky) on the Committee de-
clined to sign off on the standards. 
 
What was the real purpose of the 
Validation Committee?  To have 
members sign a letter by the end of 
May 2010 asserting that the not-yet-
finalized standards were (1) reflec-
tive of the core knowledge  and 
skills in ELA and mathematics that 
students need in order to be col-
lege- and career-ready; (2) appro-
priate in terms of their level of 
specificity and clarity; (3) compar-
able to the expectations of other 
leading nations; and (4) informed 
by available research or evidence. 
 
What are the chief deficiencies of 
Common Core Standards?  A.  The 
standards are not internationally 
benchmarked.  B.  The standards 
are not researched-based.  C.  The 
standards are not rigorous.  They 
omit high school mathematics 
standards leading to STEM careers, 
stress writing over reading, reduce 
literary study in grades 6-12, use an 
unproven approach to teaching Eu-
clidean geometry [and] defer com-
pletion of Algebra 1 to grade 9 or 10… 
 
Sandra Stotsky is Professor Emerita of Ed-
ucation Reform at the University of Arkan-
sas.  See article at:  CC Facts 

 
 
 
 

 

in English.  Neither has published 
serious work on K-12 curriculum  and 
instruction.  At the time, they were 
unknown to English and reading edu-
cators and to higher education faculty 
in rhetoric, speech, composition, or 
literary study.  Two of the lead grade-
level standards-writers in mathematics 
did have relevant academic credentials 
but no K-12 teaching experience.  
Jason Zimba  was a physics professor at  
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Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated Material – Please Deliver by September 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you do not want to receive 
this newsletter, please print 

 
“Refused” 

 
on the front and drop it in 

a mailbox. We will pay for its 
return. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 October 19 --- Most. Rev. Robert Morlino, 
Bishop of Madison, recipient,  

        “Msgr. Alphonse Popek Award” 
 
 

 
 

Come and bring a friend to hear 
 

State Senator Leah Vukmir, 
Chairman of the Senate’s Committee on Health 

 

“The State of Wisconsin 
and Common Core” 

 
Sunday, September 21 

Meyer’s Restaurant 
74th Street and Cold Spring Road, Greenfield 
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