
          

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philip Gray, Canon Lawyer and Pres. of St. Joseph Foundation, to speak Nov. 22 
 Philip C.L. Gray, J.C.L., is a lifelong Catholic, dedicated husband and father, 
and successful business entrepreneur.  He first joined the staff of the St. Joseph 
Foundation as a private consultant, and we were delighted when he became pres-
ident in 2014.  His educational background in Philosophy, Mental Health and 
Human Services, Theology, and Canon Law has given him a strong basis for his 
work within the Foundation.  He previously served as the Vice-President of the 
Catholics United for the Faith, International Office, before starting his own 
private, canon law practice --  Professional Canonical Services.  Needless to say, 
he is a valued personal friend, and also a great friend and supporter of CUF.   

The St. Joseph Foundation began as a small group of lay Catholics in San 
Antonio, Texas, in 1984.  Under the leadership of the previous president, 
Charles Wilson, the Foundation has been dedicated to helping the laity protect 
their rights under canon law.  “Chris t i f ide l i s”  is the Foundation’s monthly 
newsletter.  In fact, it was the St. Joseph Foundation that found the canon 
lawyer this Chapter hired to aid us in our effort to save St. John’s Cathedral in 
2001.  (Although he won his case, the archbishop refused to obey the order.)   

        Please come and bring a friend to hear Philip Gray discuss, 

     “The Synod on the Family – The Aftermath” 
                 WHERE:  St. John the Evangelist Church Hall 

                                       8500 W. Cold Spring Road (enter from north parking lot)  

                       WHEN:  Sunday, November 22 

                         TIME:   2:00 p.m. - Program    1:45 p.m. - Rosary 
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                        Affirming Authentic Catholicism in Milwaukee 

  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE YEAR 2016:  The St. Gregory VII Chapter of CUF needs at least $12 per contributing member 
to meet its expenses for one year.  CUF International, for those who are interested, asks for a contribution of $40 per year.  
Those who contribute at least $12* to the Chapter will receive this newsletter by First Class Mail, and can buy books at a 
significant discount at our meetings.  To receive this Newsletter by the Bulk Mail Service, a contribution is not necessary, but, 
of course, is always appreciated and needed.  However, unless you return the form every year, you will not receive every 
mailing.  With printing and mailing costs rising, those who are unable to provide us with at least a few dollars to help defray 
expenses will only receive every 3rd or 4th Newsletter (unless you provide an email address).  If you want to make sure you 
continue to receive each Newsletter, please fill out the form below and return to:  ANN TAUCHER; P.O. BOX 370302; 
MILWAUKEE, WI  53237-0302.  (*Priests and religious need not contribute.) 
 
NAME (please print):_________________________________________________________DATE:_______________PHONE:_____________ 
 
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________CITY:_______________________STATE:_____ZIP:______  
 
Enclosed:  $______Chapter contribution ($12, $50, $100, other)                             e-mail address:_____________________________________ 
 
                 $______International contribution ($40, $50, $100, other)                      Send Newsletter by:   ___e-mail only    __postal service only 
 
   Total:    $______Make check payable to:  “St. Gregory VII – CUF”                                                          ___e-mail and  postal service 
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Book of the Month: “Making Gay Okay”  
Author:  By Robert R. Reilly 
Publisher:  Ignatius Press, 2014 
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cerely wants to help parents and families, as well as strengthen the beauty of sacramental marriage, then a radical transformation toward 
orthodoxy must occur within the Church’s parochial schools, colleges, universities, seminaries, religious formation houses, and parish-
based educational and sacramental programs.  After all, this is where the majority of problems originates and festers. The rational given 
for the Extraordinary and Ordinary Synods on the Family was to support the family in its vocation; instead, the faithful Christian family 
found itself in the middle of a debate between heterodox and orthodox teachings.  Sadly, the Christian family, already marginalized and 
persecuted, finds itself not only being threatened by the wiles of the Culture of Death but wondering if the teaching of the Church 
remains secure.  As we await the full translation of the Relatio, let us thank God for the Church leaders who, in spite of pressure and 
intimidation during the Synod, courageously defended the family and its vocation.  We must thank them and encourage them not [to] 
give up this most important fight.  Christian families faithfully living their vocation in Christ need encouragement, assistance, and 
protection; after all, they are the ones endangered.  As Cardinal Dolan said during the Synod, faithful families are now a minority in 
need of special support.  It seems that some in the Synod either forgot this reality or never knew it in the first place. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 hell  

“…At stake in the rationalization of homosexual be-
havior is the notion that human beings are ordered 
to a purpose that is given by their Nature.  The un-
derstanding that things have an in-built purpose is 
being replaced by the idea that everything is subject 
to man’s will and power, which is considered to be 
without limits.  This is what the debate over homo-
sexuality is really about – the Nature of reality itself.   
 
The outcome of this dispute will have consequences 
that reach far beyond the issue at hand.  Already 
America’s major institutions have been transformed 
– its courts, its schools, its military, its civic insti-
tutions, and even its diplomacy.  The further insti-
tutionalization of homosexuality will mean the 
triumph of force over reason, thus undermining the 
very foundations of the American Republic.” 
 
Contributors of $12 or more per year to the Chapter receive discounts 
on books displayed at CUF meetings, and receive the Newsletter by 
First Class Mail. 

 

  Catholics United for the Faith 

Continued from page 3 – “Who Teaches Our Children?” by Fr. Shenan J. Boquet 

“Catechetical Corner”   When do we aid others in sin? 
We aid others in sin when we:  participate directly and voluntarily in another’s sin, order another to sin, advise another to sin, 
praise another’s sin, approve another’s sin, hide another’s sin, do not prevent another’s sin, and when we protect sinners and 
evil-doers.  (Outlines of the Catholic Faith, p. 50, The Leaflet Missal Company, 2011)   
 

During November, Pope Francis has asked that we pray for two intentions:  1) Dialogue.  That we may be open to personal 
encounter and dialogue with all, even those whose convictions differ from our own, and 2) Pastors.  That pastors of the 
Church, with profound love for their flocks, may accompany them and enliven their hope.    For information regarding the 
Apostleship of Prayer, contact Fr. James Kubicki, S.J., at 414-486-1152, or visit:  apostleshipofprayer.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The November, 2015, Prayer Intentions published by Pope Francis 

 

 

A reminder to check with WISN for a meeting cancellation in bad weather 

What have we learned from the Synod? 
According to an 11-5-15 editorial in The Wanderer ,  we have learned that there is an “…overwhelming need for increased 
formation and education in the Catholic faith.  It is imperative that the Church revitalize its initiative to catechize the faith 
in its parishes and schools.  Our culture is crying out with a resounding need for instruction in the Catholic Faith…” p. 4A 

To determine if a CUF meeting has been canceled due to snow or bad weather, go to www.wisn.com or WISN TV12.  
A cancellation would be made, most likely, on the morning of the event.  For questions, call Al Szews at 414-321-9377. 
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               “Who Teaches Our Children?” 
       by Fr. Shenan J. Boquet, President, Human Life International 
                                Human Life International 
               www.hli.org/2015/10/who-teaches-our-children/ October 29, 2015 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

  
                                                                                    

Last Friday the Ordinary Synod on the 
Family concluded and released its docu-
ment, or Relazione Finale.  The docu-
ment, currently available only in Italian, 
is causing some concerns.  Sadly, we 
will have to wait until the document is 
translated into English to better under-
stand its content.  With such an impor-
tant document, I question the decision 
to not publish it in the other major 
languages, especially in its release to the 
general public.  This decision must have 
caused some difficulty for Synod 
Fathers who are not fluent in Italian, 
which may have affected their voting.  
For the moment, I want to draw your 
attention to what I consider a proble-
matic statement made in paragraph 58:  
“The family, while maintaining its 
primary space in education (cf. Gravis-
simum Educationis, No. 3), cannot be the 
only place for teaching sexuality.”  (em-
phasis added) 

This statement should have been re-
jected and replaced with one with more 
precise language on the role and duty of 
parents.  Though the chapter in which 
this statement appears attempts to focus 
its concern primarily around the needs 
of the family and provide assistance to 
parents, the ambiguity on this crucial 
point leaves wide open the door to 
misinterpretation and abuse.  That is 
why I am puzzled and concerned by the 
overwhelming endorsement given by 
the 265 eligible voters -251 yes and 14 
no.   Globally, families are confronted 
with state educational systems deter-
mined to impose their curricula of sex 
education and gender ideology while 
also endorsing homosexuality, sexual 
promiscuity, contraception, and abor-
tion.  Our children are being viciously 
attacked through these sex education 
programs, and parents have the right 
and moral responsibility to protect their 
children from such assaults.  It is 
equally true that parents deserve absol-
utely clear support from the Church on  

 

 

 

 
“The family...cannot be 

the only place for teaching 
sexuality.”       

   
Church’s clear teaching, which places the 
emphasis on the authority of parents to per-
form or carefully delegate and oversee the 
education of their children:  Sex education, 
which is a basic right and duty of parents, must 
always be carried out under their attentive gui-
dance, whether at home or in educational centers 
chosen and controlled by them.  In this regard, 
the Church reaffirms the law of subsidiarity, 
which the school is bound to observe when it co-
operates in sex education, by entering into the 
same spirit that animates the parents.  (Fam-
iliaris Consortio, No. 37) 
 
Considering the amount of pressure upon 
the Church to conform to secular language 
and ideologies, the Synod Fathers could 
have easily rebuffed this pressure by simply 
reaffirming Church teaching.  They could 
have reemphasized Church documents like 
the Charter of the Rights of the Family – still 
not fully implemented – that address the 
duty and role of parents toward their chil-
dren, as well as reiterate the obligation of 
the Church and State to respect and protect 
parents from intrusion and manipulation.  
What does the Church mean when she 
proclaims that parents are the primary 
educators of their children?  She means that 
parents  teach  their  children  from infancy,   
 
 
 
 
 

childhood, adolescence, and into adult-
hood.  She means that parents are the 
first in authority, in duty, and in ability 
to educate their children – to prepare 
them for this life but most importantly 
and primarily, to prepare them for 
eternal life.  Parents do not merely 
hold “a privileged place” among others 
in the education of children.  The 
Church makes perfectly clear that 
parents who have conferred life on 
their children have an inalienable right 
to educate as highlighted in the Com-
pendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church:   In the work of education, the fam-
ily forms man in the fullness of his personal 
dignity according to all his dimensions, in-
cluding the social dimension.  The family, in 
fact, constitutes “a community of love and 
solidarity, which is uniquely suited to teach 
and transmit cultural, ethical, social, spir-
itual and religious values, essential for the 
development and well-being of its own 
members and of society. (No. 238)  The 
right and duty of parents to educate their 
children is essential, since it is connected 
with the transmission of human life; it is 
original and primary with regard to the ed-
ucational role of others, on account of the 
uniqueness of the loving relationship be-
tween parents and children; and it is irre-
placeable and inalienable, and therefore in-
capable of being entirely delegated to others 
or usurped by others.  Parents have the duty 
and right to impart a religious education 
and moral formation to their children, a 
right the State cannot annul but which it 
must respect and promote.  This is a pri-
mary right that the family may not neglect 
or delegate. (No. 239) 
 
It is not just the secular sphere we 
should fear. The scandalous breakdown 
in Catholic education in the US and 
Europe has also incrementally under-
mined generations of Catholic families 
and young people through inadequate 
catechetical formation and dissent.  
This is why the statement in paragraph 
58 is gravely concerning.  We need the 
Church to be clear in its teaching on 
these  crucial  issues.  If the Church sin-  
          Continued on page 2 
 
 
 
 
 

 

this crucial point.  Pope Francis told 
parents during his pastoral visit to the 
Philippines to reject the “ideological colon-
ization” coming from wealthy nations:  You 
were given a role to recognize the dangers to our 
families and protect them from new ideologies.  
There is an ideological colonization for which 
we have to be careful of those trying to destroy 
the family.  Challenged by the redefinition of 
marriage and openness to life, as families we 
have to be very wise with the fortitude to this 
colonization, which will destroy the family. (En-
counter with Families in the Philippines, 
Jan. 2015) The language of paragraph 58 
of the  Relatio  does seem to  contradict the   
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THE FALL-WINTER- SPRING SCHEDULE: 
 
November 22      SYNOD ON THE FAMILY, THE AFTERMATH, by Phillip Gray (canon lawyer) 
 
December 13      MSGR. POPEK BIRTHDAY/CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 
January 17          CHESTERTON ACADEMY COMES TO MILWAUKEE, by Theresa Jace & Diane Schlosser 
 
 February 21        AFTERNOON OF RECOLLECTION, by Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.  (at Sacred Heart Church) 
 
March 20             TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
April 17                TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
May 15                TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
September 18     DANTE’S DIVINE COMEDY: A WORLD SURROUNDED BY LAUGHTER, by Prof. Duke Pesta 
 
October 16         TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you do not want to receive 
this e-Newsletter, please type 

 
“Unsubscribe” 

 
at CUFMIL@wi.rr.com and we  

will remove your name  
from our list. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 Join us Sunday, December 13 

 The Popek Birthday/Christmas “get-together” 
  
 
 

 

Come and bring a friend to hear 
 

            Philip C. L. Gray, President 
                    The Saint Joseph Foundation 

 
 Discuss 

 
“The Synod on the Family – The Aftermath” 

 
Sunday, November 22 

St. John the Evangelist Church Hall 
8500 W. Cold Spring Road 
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  To Support ,  Defend and Advance the Efforts  of  the Teaching Church 


