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Dr. Duke Pesta to discuss “Common Core” and Catholic Schools Nov.
Dr. Pesta is a professor of English at the University of Wisconsin in Oshkosh,
where he also teaches at Lourdes Catholic High School. In addition, he is the
academic director of Freedom Project Education, an online home school curriculum. He is currently in demand on the speaking circuit as one of America’s
foremost authorities on the dangers of Common Core. He recently addressed
the problems with Common Core on WISN AM Radio with Vicki McKenna.
Dr. Pesta received his M.A. in Renaissance literature from John Carroll University, and his Ph.D. in Shakespeare and Renaissance literature from Purdue Universtity. He has taught courses on Shakespeare, Renaissance literature, the
Bible, Russian literature, Christian Apologetics, and C.S. Lewis. He has also
been active in educational reform, and was instrumental in developing and
implementing an elective Bible course that is currently available for public high
school students in Texas. His experiences as an educational reformer, university professor, high school teacher, and director of an online curriculum
uniquely qualify him to address the current state of education in our country,
including the decline of morality and critical thinking in public schools.

Please join us, and bring a friend, to hear Dr. Duke Pesta discuss,

“Common Core: Dangers and Threats to Catholic Identity”
WHERE: St. John the Evangelist Church Hall

LOCATION!!!
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(Editorial)

WHEN: Sunday, November 17
TIME: 2:00 p.m. – Program
1:45 p.m. -- Rosary
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE YEAR 2014: The St. Gregory VII Chapter of CUF needs at least $12 per contributing member to
meet its expenses for one year. CUF International, for those who are interested, asks for a contribution of $40 per year, which
includes a subscription to the Lay Witness magazine. Those who contribute at least $12* to the Chapter
willSocial
receiveDemocrats”
this newsletter by
quire
First Class Mail, and can buy books at a significant discount at our meetings. To receive this Newsletter by the Bulk Mail Service, a
contribution is not necessary. However, unless you return the form every year, you will not receive every mailing. With printing and
mailing costs rising, those who are unable to provide us with at least a few dollars to help defray expenses will only receive every 3rd or
4th Newsletter (unless you provide an email address). If you want to make sure you continue to receive each Newsletter, please fill out
the form below and return to: ANN TAUCHER, P.O. BOX 370302; MILWAUKEE, WI 53237-0302. (*Priests and religious are
complimentary.)
NAME (please print):_________________________________________________________DATE:_______________PHONE:_____________
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________CITY:_______________________STATE:_____ZIP:______
Enclosed: $______Chapter contribution ($12, $50, $100, other)
$______International contribution ($40, $50, $100, other)
Total:

$______Make check payable to: “St. Gregory VII – CUF”

e-mail address:_____________________________________
Send Newsletter by: ___e-mail only

__postal service only

___e-mail and postal service

The November, 2013, Prayer Intentions published by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
During November, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has asked that we pray for two intentions: 1) Suffering Priests. That
priests
PAGEwho
2 experience difficulties may find comfort in their suffering, support in their doubts, and confirmation in
their fidelity; and, 2) Latin American Churches. That as fruit of the continental mission, Latin American Churches
may send missionaries to other Churches. For information regarding the activities of The Apostleship of Prayer, please
visit: apostleshipofprayer.org

Most Rev. Robert C. Morlino, Bishop of Madison, to receive 2014 Msgr. Popek Award
Congratulations to Most Rev. Robert C. Morlino, Bishop of Madison, Wisconsin, who has graciously accepted the
Chapter’s Twenty-sixth Annual Msgr. Alphonse S. Popek Award for the year 2014. This award is given every year to a
priest who exhibits the same zeal for the priesthood, leadership of the laity, and loyalty to the Holy Father and the
Magisterium as that shown by Msgr. Popek, who was a founder of this Chapter and the Chapter’s spiritual advisor until he
died in 1986. We thank Bishop Morlino for honoring the Chapter with his acceptance, and look forward to the Msgr.
Popek Award Dinner on October 19, 2014. Mark your calendar now!

Plan to attend the “Holy Hour for Vocations” at the seminary on Sunday, Nov. 10
Plan to join “Roses for Our Lady” and Fr. John Hemsing, Rector of St. Francis de Sales Seminary, to pray for an increase in
vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and for all the seminarians at the seminary, from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. on Sunday,
November 10. A social will follow; please bring a dish to share! This “Holy Hour for Vocations” is held on the second
Sunday of the month, and is co-sponsored by Roses for Our Lady, St. Francis de Sales Seminary and the Vocations Office of
the Archdiocese. For more information visit: rosesforourlady.org

Recordings of our speakers, both CDs and DVDs, are available for purchase
Contact Sylvester Markowski (414-762-1991) to purchase recordings of our events, most recently Fr. JohnYockey discussing
marriage and Michael Hichborn discussing the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). Bishop Hying’s
address, as the Msgr. Popek Award recipient, will be available soon. The cost is $10 for a DVD and $8 for a CD.

“Catechetical Corner”
Question: Can you name the Seven Deadly, or Capital, Sins? (So-called because they lead to other sins and vices.)
Answer: 1) Pride (exaggerated opinion of oneself), 2) Avarice (immoderate desire for earthly goods), 3) Lust (desire for
impure pleasures), 4) Anger (inordinate expression of displeasure), 5) Gluttony (intemperate use of food or drink), 6)
Envy (jealousy over the good fortune of our neighbor), and 7) Sloth (laziness in doing right, and in practicing virtue).
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Book of the Month: “Treason”
Author: Dena Hunt
Publisher: Sophia Institute Press, 2013
“As Stephen Long steps ashore in England one
gray dawn in May 1581, he wonders how many
more Catholics will have to die to make Queen
Elizabeth feel secure. Involuntarily, he trembles at
the thought that soon he may be numbered among
them. For in the days ahead, each time Stephen
hears confession or celebrates Mass, he commits
yet another act of high treason against the British
Crown, for which Queen Elizabeth’s swift penalty
is gruesome torture and painful death. As Stephen
hastens to find shelter away from that open beach,
he struggles not only with fear but with doubt as
well: ‘Is my mission foolish? Am I nothing more
than fresh meat for the queen’s butchers?’”
“Treason is one of the most powerful historical novels I’ve
ever read. It brings to vivid and shocking life the age in which
Shakespeare lived and in which the English martyrs died.”
Joseph Pearce (Writer-in-Residence, Thomas More College)
Contributors of $12 or more per year to the Chapter are
entitled to discounts on all books displayed at CUF meetings.

Southern Nebraska Register
”Bishop highlights link between religious liberty,
natural law”

EMPLOYEE NEWSLETTER

September 6, 2013, page 9
s Va., (CNA/EWTN
ARLINGTON,
News) – Bishop Robert C. Morlino
of Madison, Wis., implored Catholics to speak up for religious freedom and for truth after explaining
the link between the two at a lecture
in Arlington, Va., Aug. 23.
“Freedom of religion is the most
basic of all human rights, because
the other human rights
are limited
.
to matters of time,” he said in a talk
at the Institute of Catholic Culture.
“Freedom of religion relates to my
eternal salvation: whether I’m free
to achieve that, by God’s grace, or
not. There’s nothing more important than that.”
Bishop Morlino spoke on Dignitatis
Humanae, the Vatican II declaration outlining the Church’s relationships to states and the proper
understanding of religious freedom.
Explaining the historical development of religious freedom as a concept, he said that the last three ecumenical councils – Trent, Vatican I,
and Vatican II – are “the Church’s
responses to modernity.”
He described how prior to modernist philosophy, both the Church
and society recognized that “to
know the truth meant that there
was a correspondence between the
mind and the reality out there.”
This correspondence enabled man
to know the natural law - the participation of human reason in divine
law.
“There was a conformity of the
mind to what was real, independent
of the mind,” the bishop explained.
“The philosophical movement of
modernity,” he explained “was a major turn in the way human beings
thought about knowing.” It shifted
thinking toward a more subjective

view of reality, in which the individual’s perception determines what
G she thinks to be real.
he or
“Instead of being accountable to
what is independent of the mind,”
Bishop Morlino said, under a modernist view, “the world is what I
think it is.”
This understanding of reality and
the truth had profound implications for the meaning of conscience. In the original under-standing of the term, “the natural

“…if everyone is composing his or her own
world, there’s got to be a
conflict…”
law holds conscience accountable”
because the conscience guides the
individual to recognize and act upon the truths of the natural moral
law, Bishop Morlino explained.
“Catholics don’t observe the natural law because we’re Catholic;
Catholics observe the natural law
because it is true.” The natural law
in and of itself is not a matter of
faith, because “natural law positions
are discernible by reason alone”
and are “for everyone.” However,
“if everyone is composing his or her
own world, there’s got to be conflict,” the bishop said.
“No one has the right to block or
interfere with my relationship with
God, no one has the right to block
my ability to do what is right.” Religious freedom is a unique issue,
he added, because it has eternal
consequences and thus, there’s “nothing more important” or funda-

mental to other, more temporal,
rights. Properly conceived, the bishop continued, “religious freedom is
freedom from the state on religious
matters.”
“That’s not what we have,” he
explained. “We have secularism
being imposed by the state and the
mass media along every conceivable
line.” This secularism, he continued, “destroys conscience, rejects
the natural law,” and stigmatizes
people from acting upon what they
know, through reason and natural
law, to be true.
Bishop Morlino said Catholics
must be better advocates for the
natural law and for a proper understanding of conscience, in order to
promote respect for what the
Church teaches. He noted that
many Catholics “profess with their
actions that Christ is divided from
the Church,” while claiming to be
“witnesses to the fact that Christ is
one with the Church. People cannot live out internal contradictions
indefinitely,” he warned, noting
that persons in such a situation will
eventually be in the position of affirming either the faith they profess
or the secular norms they live.
He urged all people who care about
religious liberty and freedom to
“write letters to the editors” and to
speak out in defense of the natural
law. “We Catholics need to stop
keeping our mouths shut,” Bishop
Morlino said, reflecting that Catholics should promote the natural
law and a right understanding of
knowledge “not because they are
Catholic, but because they are true.
If Catholics continue to sit around
and do nothing, we do a terrible
disservice to society.”
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THE FALL-WINTER-SPRING SCHEDULE:
November 17

COMMON CORE: DANGERS AND THREATS TO CATHOLIC IDENTITY, by Dr. Duke Pesta

December 15

MSGR. POPEK BIRTHDAY/CHRISTMAS DINNER

January 19

TO BE ANNOUNCED

February 9

TO BE ANNOUNCED

March 9

AFTERNOON OF RECOLLECTION, by Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.

April 27

THE MODERN PAPACY AND THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, by Dave Archibald

May 24

TO BE ANNOUNCED

September 21

TO BE ANNOUNCED

October 19

MSGR. POPEK AWARD DINNER----Recipient:
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To Support, Defend and Advance the Efforts of the Teaching Church
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