
        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Dr. Duke Pesta to discuss the upcoming State School Superintendent election  
Dr. Duke Pesta is a professor of Literature at UW-Oshkosh.  He is a well-
known speaker on Renaissance literature and topics pertaining to education.  He 
is also the academic director of Freedom Project Education, an online home 
school curriculum, rooted in Judeo-Christian values.  He was raised in Catholic 
schools and taught for some time in a Catholic high school.  Dr. Pesta has 
pointed out on occasion that he is the only literature professor at UW-Oshkosh 
who teaches “Shakespeare and C.S. Lewis.” Students at UW-Oshkosh, where he 
is an engaging and popular teacher, point out that, “you can give him the open-
ing line of any section of a Shakespeare play, and he can recite the next ten 
lines.”  He has also taught courses on the Bible, Russian literature and Christian 
Apologetics.  

Dr. Pesta received his M.A. in Renaissance literature from John Carroll Univer-
sity, and his Ph.D. in Shakespeare and Renaissance literature from Purdue 
University.  Some readers may recall that Dr. Pesta previously discussed Dante’s 
“Divine Comedy” at our September, 2016 CUF meeting.  Please come and 
bring a friend to hear Dr. Duke Pesta discuss the upcoming election for the 

 WISCONSIN STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
                 WHERE:  St. John the Evangelist Church Hall 

                                       8500 W. Cold Spring Road 

                                          (Enter from north parking lot.) 

                       WHEN:  Sunday, January 22 

                         TIME:   2:00 p.m. – Program    

                                       1:45 p.m. -- Rosary 
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                        Affirming Authentic Catholicism in Milwaukee 

  

The 2017 Men’s Conference, “Obedience Amid the Rebellion,” will be held on Saturday, April 1, at the Milwaukee 
Theatre.  It is a Catholic Conference for men of all ages.  Opening Mass will be at 7:00 a.m. with Fr. Rick Heilman, and the 
conference will officially start at 9:00 a.m.  Speakers will include Dr. Scott Hahn, internationally known speaker on 
scripture, who received his Ph.D. from Marquette University and is well-known in Milwaukee.  Dr. Hahn teaches theology at 
Franciscan University and is frequently seen on EWTN.  Other speakers include Jason Evert, a popular chastity speaker, and 
Jesse Romero, whose presentations include topics such as, Catholic Evangelization, Apologetics, and culture-war issues.  
Archbishop Jerome Listecki will celebrate the closing Mass at 4:00 p.m.  Conference emcees may include Fr. Philip 
Schumaker, Fr. John Gibson, Fr. Eric Nielsen, and Fr. Matt Widder.  There will be age-appropriate sessions for boys 8th 
grade and below, and for high-school age young men.  More than 100 priests will hear confessions throughout the day.   
 
Early registration through March 17 is $44 per person, $39 with group of 5 or more, and $23 per student.  March 18 to 
March 29, cost will be $49 per person, $44 with group of 5 or more, and $30 per student.  After March 30, cost will be $56 
per person, $49 with group of 5 or more, and $30 per student.  Religious are free.  A boxed lunch is provided.  Register on 
line at menofchrist.net or mail to Men of Christ, P.O. Box 319, Hartland, WI  53029   
 

Plan to attend the 2017 Men of Christ Conference April 1 at the Milwaukee Theatre 
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Book of the Month:  The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
Author:  Kevin Vost, PSY.D. 
Publisher:  Sophia Press, 2016 
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“Dr. Kevin Vost -- best-selling author of the One-Minute 
Aquinas – provides us with a substantive yet readable 
introduction to the seven gifts and how we can humbly 
submit our wills to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit. 
As Dr. Vost explains, these God-given gifts help us to 
conform our lives to His image.  They prevent us from 
being drawn into frustration – and possibly self-des-
truction – by following our own sensual appetites.  
Indeed, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are the only path to 
being fully happy on earth and in the life to come.  
With St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Bonaventure as his 
guides, Dr. Vost explains each gift one by one.  You’ll 
also discover the special meaning behind each of the 
natural and theological virtues, and you’ll learn the 
indispensable link between the seven gifts and the 
Beatitudes.  Don’t let another year go by without un-
wrapping and enjoying the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
Read this book and then accept the seven gifts the Holy 
Spirit so greatly wants to give you.” 
  
Contributors of $12 or more per year to the Chapter receive 
discounts on books displayed at CUF meetings, and receive the 
Newsletter by First Class Mail. 
 

  Catholics United for the Faith 

Catechetical Corner:  Can persons who are not Catholics be sponsors for Catholic children? 
can Answer:  Persons who are not Catholics cannot be sponsors for Catholic children, because they cannot perform the duties of 
sponsors; for if they do not know and profess the Catholic religion themselves, how can they teach it to their godchildren?  
Moreover, they must answer the questions asked at Baptism and declare that they believe in the Holy Catholic Church and in 
all it teaches; which would be a falsehood on their part.   
 
In the selection of sponsors for their children parents should chiefly consider the good character and virtue of the sponsors, 
selecting model Catholics to whom they would be willing at the hour of death to entrust the care and training of their 
children.  (Baltimore Catechism Three, Questions number 666 and 667) 
 
 

During January, Pope Francis has asked that we pray for:  Christian Unity:  That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s 
teaching by striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
challenges facing humanity.  For information regarding the Apostleship of Prayer, contact Fr. James Kubicki, S.J., 
Director, at 414-486-1152, or visit: apostleshipofprayer.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The January 2017 Prayer Intention published by Pope Francis 

 

 

“Why Common Core and Catholic Education are Incompatible”  Continued from p. 3 
Each child deserves to be prepared for his or her God-given life of the imagination and of the spirit, one that provides a deep 
appreciation for knowledge, goodness, beauty, truth and faith.  The classical Catholic understanding of human flourishing is 
too precious, and great literature, drama and poetry too intertwined in the academic and moral underpinnings of a Catholic 
education, to be sacrificed.  American Catholics should understand what’s really at stake. 
 
Raymond L. Flynn is a former three-term mayor of Boston.  
Mary Ann Glendon is the Learned Hand Professor of Law at Harvard Law School.   
Both are former U.S. ambassadors to the Holy See. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A reminder to check with WISN for a meeting cancellation in bad weather 
To determine if a CUF meeting has been canceled due to snow or bad weather, go to www.wisn.com or WISN TV12. 
A cancellation would be made, most likely, on the morning of the event.  For questions, call Al Szews at 414-321-9377. 
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“Why Common Core and Catholic Education     
Are Incompatible”   

                                                www.ncregister.com/.webloc 

By Raymond Flynn and Mary Ann Glendon 
                                                                                   December 9, 2016 
                                                                              
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
  
                                                                                    

There are many similarities between 
Catholic schooling and its public K-12 
counterpart, but the two also have pro-
found differences.  In addition provid-
ing students with the academic knowl-
edge and skills they need to prosper, 
Catholic schools have a unique spiritual 
and moral mission to nurture faith and 
prepare students to live lives illum-
inated by a Catholic worldview.  The 
Common Core national standards have 
been adopted by hundreds of Catholic 
elementary and high schools.  But a 
new study published by think tanks 
Pioneer Institute and the American 
Principles Project found that the sec-
ond part of the mission of Catholic 
education makes the standards, which 
were devised primarily for public 
schools, unsuitable for a traditional 
Catholic education.  

Realizing that combining humanities 
and the arts with religious instruction 
aids spiritual development, Catholic 
schools have traditionally provided a  
classical liberal-arts education that gen-
erations of grateful parents and stu-
dents have prized.  Through tales of 
heroism, self-sacrifice and mercy in 
great literature such as Huckleberry Finn, 
Sherlock Holmes and the works of 
Charles Dickens, Edith Wharton, 
Dante and C.S Lewis, they seek to 
impart moral lessons and deep truths 
about the human condition.  The 
moral, theological and philosophical 
elements of Catholic education that are 
reinforced by the classics have never 
been more needed than they are in this 
era of popular entertainment culture, 
an opioid epidemic, wide achievement 
gaps and explosive racial tensions.  
Common Core, on the other hand, 
takes an approach that is contrary to 
the best academic studies of language 
acquisition and human formation.  It 
drastically cuts the study of classical 
literature and poetry and represents 
what  Providence  College  English  pro- 

 

 

“The basic goal of 
Common Core is not 

genuine education, but, 
rather, training workers to 
participate in an economic 

machine.”  
 
 
in woeful mathematics standards that stop 
short of even a full Algebra II course – 
giving students just enough math for their 
entry-level jobs.  The goal is “good-enough,” 
not “excellent.”  As 132 Catholic scholars 
wrote in a letter to the U.S. Catholic bish-
ops, Common Core is “a recipe for stand-
ardized workforce preparation” that 
dramatically diminishes children’s  intellect-
ual and spiritual horizons.  Rather than trig-
geing imaginations and nourishing souls 
through the wonder of sustained encount-
ers with works that have inspired genera-
tions, Common Core’s method of having 
students read informational texts with no 
introduction transforms literacy into little 
more than a content-empty “skill set.”  
Common Core lowers expectations for all 
children.  Even when its appendices include 
great works of fiction and poetry, the stand-
ards encourage reading excerpts rather than 
complete works. In math, even supporters 
concede that Common Core prepares 
students only for community college-level 
work.  As the influence of religion dim-
inishes, it becomes more urgent to find 
ways  to  provide  children  with  the  funda- 
 
 
 
 

mental intellectual, spiritual and moral 
ideals necessary for humans to flourish.  
But Common Core moves in the oppo-
site direction.  Sterile informational 
texts and workforce training will not 
help children learn how to be good 
human beings.  And no free society can 
survive for long without cultivating 
character and competence in its citizens 
and public servants.   
 
The introduction of Common Core 
comes at a difficult time for Catholic 
education.  Since 1990, 300,000 
students have been displaced from 
Catholic schools and an additional 
300,000 or more could lose their 
schools over the next two decades.  In 
1965, 5.2 million students attended 
Catholic schools.  Today that number 
is closer to 2 million.  The reason for 
the decline is largely financial, not be-
cause Catholic schools aren’t delivering 
adequate college preparation.  Catholic 
schools also provide a safe environment 
that is a refuge for many children who 
lead otherwise chaotic lives,  sometimes 
in violent neighborhoods.  Further-
more, the schools offer moral and 
religious education and discipline.  
Those characteristics don’t just appeal 
to Catholics; fully 20% of students in 
Archdiocese of Boston schools aren’t 
Catholic.  Despite difficult circumstan-
ces, Catholic schools are still making 
the American dream a reality for thou-
sands of families by providing a quality 
education to those who can’t afford 
private-school tuition or a house in the 
suburbs.  Few Catholic-school students 
come from families who can afford the 
full cost of tuition.  Many can’t pay 
anything, but the schools still raise 
money to accommodate as many needy 
students as possible.  Catholic schools 
certainly face no shortage of challenges.  
But they must resist the Common Core 
“solution” that would rob them of the 
distinctiveness that attracts families in 
the first place.  Catholic schools should 
continue to maximize the intellectual 
and spiritual potential of every student.                      
                          Continued on page 2 
 
 
 
 

 

fessor and Dante scholar, Anthony Esolen 
calls a strictly utilitarian view of mankind, 
“man with the soul amputated.”  It elim-
inates the occasions for grace that occur 
when students encounter great works that 
immerse them in timeless human exper-
iences.  Instead, it offers morally neutral 
“informational texts.”  The basic goal of 
Common Core is not genuine education, 
but, rather, training workers to participate 
in an economic machine.  We see this in 
the  reduced focus on classic literature  and 
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THE WINTER – SPRING – FALL SCHEDULE: 
  
January 22          FEBRUARY STATE SCHOOL SUPERINDENTENT RACE, by Dr. James (Duke) Pesta 
 
February 19         AFTERNOON OF RECOLLECTION, by Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.  (at Sacred Heart Church) 
 
March 19             AN AMERICAN KNIGHT, by Norman Fulkerson (at St. John Church Hall) 
 
April 9                  VOCATIONS IN THE HEART OF THE CHURCH, by Fr. Luke Strand  (St. John Church Hall) 
 
May 21                TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
September 17     THE WORLD OF G. K. CHESTERTON, by Dr. James (Duke) Pesta 
 
October 15          MSGR. POPEK AWARD DINNER 

November 19      TO BE ANNOUNCED 

December 11     MSGR POPEK BIRTHDAY/CHRISTMAS DINNER  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you do not want to receive 
this e-Newsletter, please type 

 
“Unsubscribe” 

 
at CUFMIL@wi.rr.com and we  

will remove your name  
from our list. 

 
            * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *          

 Join us February 19 
Afternoon of Recollection 

with Fr. James Kubicki, S.J. 
 
 
  
 

Come and bring a friend to hear 
 

Dr. Duke Pesta discuss  
“The February Election for State 

Superintendent of Schools”  
 

Sunday, January 22 
 
            St. John the Evangelist Church Hall 

8500 W. Cold Spring Road 
Greenfield  
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  To Support ,  Defend and Advance the Efforts  of  the Teaching Church 


